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Minister’s Message

Spring time in the Okanagan Valley is a time of rebirth and delight.  With plants in their 
seasonal glory and the trees bursting forth with leaf and blossom, I can’t help thinking of the beauty of 
the Lake of Galilee region.  It is an area much like our own, with lush spring hillsides and a lake 
enticing fishers to climb in their boats.  We can easily imagine Jesus standing on the Mount of the 
Beatitudes looking over Lake Galilee.  In that beautiful setting a crowd gathers and Jesus speaks to the 
assembled.  He calls each listener blessed.  

Truly we are blessed.  Blessed to be living in a region of beauty and abundance.  Blessed to 
worship in a church with a rich heritage.  Blessed to be surrounded by sojourners who delight in 
following the path that Jesus set.  

In our 90th year as a worshipping community on the corner of Eckhardt Avenue and Main Street
we have much to celebrate.  Each month we have honoured the early decades and have learned much 
about our foremothers and forefathers of faith.  The determination, frugalness, and visionary qualities 
they brought to our church is awe inspiring.  We are well blessed.  As we move to the 1970’s and 
forward, we give thanks to the men and women,  girls and boys who have shaped Penticton United 
Church.  Please join us in our monthly celebrations.  

I am richly blessed to be your minister.  I have the privilege of laughing with you in joy and 
grieving with you in sorrow.  I walk alongside you as life markers are reached and share in the pain and
heartache of life’s difficulties.  Together, we experience God’s very real presence.  We are blessed.  
This is a time of rebirth and delight!

Blessings,

Laura Turnbull (Rev)
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Celebrations
Our church would not be where we are now if it were not for all the volunteers who put in countless 
hours from snowshovelling to making coffee, replacing light bulbs to reading Scripture.  We honoured 
all our volunteers in the church with cake on Sunday April 22. 
 
and concerns
for those who are unwell in our church community and those who are feeling lonely.   Please let us 
know if you would like to add your name or a member of your family or friend to our prayer list or 
would like a visit by contacting our office.
Recently we have lost many church people who have been so much a part of the growth of Penticton 
United Church.  We miss them, cherish their memories and want the families to know our thoughts and 
prayers are with you.

Keeping you in the “loop”
Angelus Ringers
After seven years of directing the Angelus Ringers, Peggy Bensler is leaving to lead another choir 
closer to her home in Kelowna.  During her time with the Angelus Ringers, Peggy has trained, 
encouraged and inspired our ringers. She has seen us through two fund-raising concerts, several 
regional workshops, an international handbell symposium, and many local performances. With Peggy 
as our director, we increased our abilities and enthusiasm for bell ringing, and also had fun! We will 
miss her greatly, but wish her much joy and satisfaction with her new choir. Submitted by Linda Sears.

We as a congregation want to add our thanks to the Angelus Ringers and Peggy for sharing in some of 
our worship services and bringing joy to us all.  Thank you Peggy and God bless in your new choir.

Naramata Centre 2018
Things are really gearing up there again.  There's play time, singing,Spiritual practices, knitting, 
children's programs, Solar Science and Robotics, SoulCollage, art, Tai Chi and the list goes on.   There 
is a poster in the office or go to Naramatacentresociety/org/programs or call 1-877-996-5751.

Long Term Planning Committee.  Rev. Laura Turnbull has now written a letter of intent to the 
congregation advising that as of now she will be retiring at the end of December 2019.  This new group
will be looking into how our church can increase revenue, improve the use of our building and how we 
can move into the future knowing that our financial situation is not that good. 

Presbytery update:  Our wider church is undergoing some changes but this will not be reflected at 
the local level. 
Interesting facts from Spring Presbytery 
Jane Harding, who is the Regional Financial Development Officer Serving BC, spoke about 
Stewardship and Mission & Service.  The funding changes that are approaching will see all of the funds
that are given to M&S going directly to mission. 
She noted that churches that have more people on PAR have more money than  those churches that 
don't use PAR - interesting!  
Rob Crosby-Shearer spoke about his new position with BC Conference entitled Embracing the Spirit 
where his group administers funds to groups requesting monies to adapt or begin new communities of 
faith.  
Our representative at BC Conference, wanted us to know that all assets that are local will remain local 
with the implementations of the remits. 
United Church of Canada Health Services Ministry will end now with the closing of the Pharmacy on 



Hasting Street, Vancouver.  
Changes within the wider church :Allison Rennie, our Kamloops Okanagan Presbytery Conference 
Minister, brought us up to date on what is occurring within Conference and our Presbytery.  These are 
difficult  times for many as these changes are occurring within our church.  Some are approaching the 
changes with anxiety, stress and uncertainty while others are excited, hopeful and enthusiastic.  
The Boundary Commission report is now out and we will not be BC Conference anymore but will 
come under a Regional Council.
The new Clusters and Networks will be defined by the Regions.  
Allison suggested that we visit the Kamloops Okanagan Presbyery website quite frequently for updates 
on how the implementations are being developed.  
Cari Copeland-Haynes, President of BC Conference, spoke about our feelings of the unknown of what 
is ahead and the importance of trust and faith.   Everyone seemed to be experiencing similar situations, 
decreasing numbers, aging populations, aging, large buildings and losing the ability to follow our 
missions.
Sunday Message:  Rev. Kathy Hogman said that the United Church of Canada is noted for putting itself
out there with the risk of death; mentioning two previous times in our recent history.  Once in the late 
80's, concerning receiving and giving full recognition and rights to the homosexual community, and 
again with the apology to the First Nations people regarding our role in the residential schools. Now we
are about to do it again with the restructuring of our governance models, worrying less about the 
institution of our church and focusing more on our  mission.  
Cari Copeland-Haynes left Presbyters with the thought that Jesus called together a body not an 
institution; we are not our structures, they are meant to serve our missions.  The world is always 
changing so it is OK for us to take time to rest and pray.   
October's Fall Presbytery, which will be held in Salmon Arm, will be our last gathering of Presbytery, 
The BC Conference meeting here in Penticton will be the last Conference meeting.  

Coffee together: if you would like to be part of a weekly coffee group at one of our local restaurants 
please call Meryl or Gilbert Kendall 778-476-2085.  If you are lonely or new in town this is a great way
to get to know people.  If you have been here forever it is amazing what you can learn about each other.

Observer subscription renewals are now due.  If you are not currently receiving this magazine please 
let us know and we will add you to the list.   $25.00 a year and a reminder that this is not tax 
deductible.  Call the office before the end of May.  Please make sure your address is correct..

Financial facts
PAR:  Pre-Authorized Remittance.  If you are unable to attend church regularly but wish to give on a 
regular basis please consider this.  Phone the office to get more information.
Remember any offering made to the Penticton United Church is tax deductible and you will receive a 
receipt at the end of the year.
Our total income at the end of April was $56,649.10, which is $649.10 over our projected income for 
the year to date budget. We were able to make this target due to a $5,000 memorial received earlier this 
year. 
Our total expenses at the end of April were $73,550.49 which is $2,700 higher than our budgeted 
projections. This can mostly be traced to higher electric and gas expenses for the start of the year which
will hopefully balance over the summer months with lower power and heating requirements.A big 
thank all of our volunteers for their fundraising efforts, Keep up the good work. 



Anniversary   Well who knew that we would have so much fun going gradually through the decades. 
Not only did we learn about our church but what was happening in Penticton and the world around us 
during specific decades.  Did you know the church started off a cream colour?  Did you know that in 
the 1950s there was a terrible plane crash and all but the pilots survived?  Did you know the organ 
originally cost $4500.00?  

Don't forget to mark November 25  on your calendar and come to a big celebration – more to follow 
can't give it all away now!!!!

Daring to Share Workshop.  This was a wonderful weekend with facilitator Rev. Dr. Sandra 
Beardsall and put on by the Wise Elders group.  Sandra talked about the joys and challenges of Shared 
Ministries.  Usually they are a United Church/Anglican Church/Presbyterian or Lutheran “mix”.  Did 
you know that in the past 20 years 20 new Shared Ministry congregations have been formed and are 
ongoing?  She talked about the preparation needed and likened it to dating before you marry 
anticipating the challenges and differences before there is a final decision.  One advantage is providing 
a more unified witness in the community.

*********************

A kindergarten teacher gave her class a "show and tell" assignment.Each student was instructed to 
bring in an object that represented their religion to share with the class. The first student got up in 
front of the class and said,"My name is Benjamin and I am Jewish and this is a Star of David." The 
second student got up in front of the class and said,"My name is Mary. I'm a Catholic and this is a 
Rosary."   The third student got in up front of the class and said, "My name is Tommy I am United 
Church and this is a casserole.

Ongoing 

Yes this is the choir doing their “1950” thing!!!!  How many can you recognize?



Choir update
Come and join this merry bunch on Thursday evening from 6:30-8:00pm.  We are always needing more
people as some go away. We are also mourning the loss of our dear friend Ron Harrison who passed 
away suddenly.
Gift cards:  We can solve all your problems over those people who are hard to buy for and have 
everything or don't want any more “stuff”.   You can now purchase Garden Works gift cards  as well as 
gift cards from  Save- On, Safeway or the Superstore.  We make money, you get the gift – perfect
 situation!  They are available after church or at the church office.

Knitters:If you like knitting and would enjoy getting together with other knitters who are making 
Prayer Shawls then we have the group for you. Please contact Fern Gibbard at 250-490-8996.
Various Committees and groups: we are always looking for new members on Stewardship, 
Worship and Music, Building, UCW, Finance, Memorial Fund,  Membership and Pastoral Care, and 
Peace and Justice  committees.  Just talk to Patti Skinner who loves to fill those empty spots.  

Healing Group is always ongoing.Contact numbers - Church office- 250 492-2684
         Tuesday morning session - Martha @ 250 493-0356
         Thursday evening session - Doreen @ 250 487-7607
         Person in Hospital or care - Doreen @ 250 487-7607

If you have more questions, please call Sheila at 250 493-1096.

Upcoming events
June 2 -3   back by popular demand a return visit of Marcus Mosely a gospel singer from Vancouver. 
There is a workshop on Saturday. This may be sold out but check with the office.
June 3    Marcus and his “choir” will be performing at 2:00 pm on Sunday June 3 at our church. Cost 
$10.00.  Get your ticket now!  

BC Conference Meeting
June 3 – we are cancelling our service this Sunday so that we can all have the opportunity to  attend the
service at BC Conference at the Convention and Trade  Centre. What a great opportunity to join with 
other United Church members from around the Province.  Sing your heart out, share in communion and
the ordination ceremony.  

June 10 Picnic  now who doesn't like to picnic put on by the Wise Elders.  Join us at Manitou Park in 
Naramata after church. Bring your chair and appetite and maybe some games. Anyone for bocce???  
Come and enjoy time together with people from Oasis United Church, St. Andrews Presbyterian 
Church and St. Saviour's Anglican Church.  See you there. Oh yes please let the office know if you are 
coming so we can order enough food and it is $6.00 each or $15.00 a family.

Please mark your calendar with the following events that are coming up
May 31 – June 3      B.C. Conference meeting in Penticton. Sign up for billets
June 2           9-4 Marcus Mosely workshop
June 3 10:00 joint service with BC Conference at convention centr
June 3 2:00  Marcus Mosely concert at our church
June 10 –                 after church shared picnic at Manitou Park, Naramata
June 17 Anniversary – The Glory Days

            July 15 Anniversary –  The Issue!
September 16 Anniversary – Celebrating the 90s



October 28 Anniversary - A Parting, Going Separate Ways in Faith
November 25 Anniversary – 90 years of Faithful Service
December 24 Christmas Eve Service 

Remember the five simple rules to be happy:

1. Free your heart from hatred.
2. Free your mind from worries.
3. Live simply.
4. Give more.
5. Expect less, and enjoy every moment.
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