
PENTICTON UNITED CHURCH

696 Main Street, Penticton, B.C.  V2A 5C8.  (250)492-2684  punitedc@telus.net

Mission Statement:We seek to be a welcoming Christian community, inclusive and respectful 
of all, striving to create a safe and friendly place for worship, education and community 
gathering.                      FALL NEWSLETTER 2019

MINISTER'S MESSAGE

September is Stewardship month.  It will be an informative, festive month where we will hear 
our friends and neighbours testify to the wonder of faithful sharing.  Together we will explore 
the various facets of giving in God’s name.  We will ask the question “Why do we give to the 
church?”  

Why do I give to the church?  Because I am commanded by scripture.  Micah 6:8 says,
“What does the Lord require of you but to do justice, and to love kindness, and to walk humbly
with your God?”  One of the first expenses I pay each month is my tithe to the church.  I 
contribute by PAR (pre-authorized remittance).  I know that every month my donation is sure 
to reach the church.  In January, I determine my tithe by looking at my income and I give 5% 
to the church and 5% to other justice seeking charities.  In addition to that fixed 5% to the 
church, I give extra to special appeals throughout the year. I also donate baking, do extra 
visits, reading to the Syrian children, and countless other offerings.  I am committed to the 
Mission and Service fund, giving 50% of my tithe.  I have been the grateful recipient of 
opportunities made possible though the M&S fund.  My education at St. Andrew’s College 
(Saskatoon), programs at the many United Church Training Centres (like Naramata), 
attendance at workshops, and being able to put on the Wise Elders forums have all been 
possible thanks to grants from the M&S fund. I give because there is need.  I know the 
church could not operate if you and I were not faithful givers.  I give because it makes me feel
good.  

September 1, 8, and 29 will be special Stewardship Sundays.  Nine (9) members of the
congregation will share their faith story as to why they give.  We will hear wonderful accounts 
of faithfulness. September 29 following the worship service will be a scrumptious pot luck 
lunch.  Come and bring your favourite dish and let’s celebrate Stewardship!

Blessings,  Laura J Turnbull (Rev) 



Selwyn Hughes: Remember this you cannot serve God and Money, but you can serve God 
with money.

CELEBRATIONS

It seems such a long time ago but  congratulations and thanks go to Lorna Cox, the Concert 
Club Crew,kitchen staff, bakers,Jan on sound and Marion for hosting Marcus, Darlene and Bill
for an amazing weekend with Marcus Mosely and group.  The workshop was a great 
success, although numbers were down. and the concert went over very well.  Participants 
from all over the area were most impressed with the hospitality and organization of our 
church.

Wise Elders Picnic what a great time with four other congregations eating and visiting 
together at Skaha Lake Park.

Summer pulpit supply again we were treated to some very special speakers thanks to the 
Worship Committee for organizing this.

Rev. Laura, Barb Godsmark and Sheila MacDermott attended the first meeting of the Pacific 
Mountain Region in Vancouver (this replaced the old BC Conference) and their interesting 
report is at the bottom of the newsletter please take time to read this. 

                                                                AND CONCERNS       

Al Weldon was the leader of our noon NA group for many years, and he died while in 
Vancouver from a blood disorder. It had been hoped that he would be well enough to receive 
stem cell therapy for his cancer, but a blood infection ended that hope. Al was a very caring 
man who helped so many young addicts. He was very kind to the office staff, and to those 
who crossed his path.                                                                                                                  

                                                                                                                                                     
Let's share, sharing is caring.    Kamal.

KEEPING YOU IN THE LOOP
****September 22 before the service we will be having a special Congregational Meeting at
10:00am to hear the recommendation of the Search Committee.                                               

Heads Up there will be repaving of Eckhardt Avenue will take place between September 15
until October 27

FINANCIAL FACTS                                                                                                                   
A little treasure found in Marianne Lummin files in the office:  PAR for the Course. When you 
select the PAR method of giving it is a key way to help the church IRON out the finances that 
allow it to TEE-UP and DRIVE its programs and services and of COURSE help avoid a BACKSPIN 
into the HOLE. We think you will find it a FAIRWAY FORE you to contribute.  Itfs not ROUGH 
at all, just a simple monthly bank deduction.  For all those who are on the BALL, and WOOD 

like to FOLLOW-THROUGH with this, PAR forms are available at the counterby the 
office 
After the service a young couple talked  about joining the church.  When the husband was asked what
church he was transferring from.   After a short hesitation, he replied, "I am transferring from the 



Municipal Golf Course." !!!!!!

*************************************

ONGOING

Fundraisers

Note  Cards: These are blank cards depicting a picture of the church on the front and 
available at the office.  A great idea for hostess gifts,or  notes to friends.

Gift Cards always available after church on Sunday or at the office. There are Safeway, 
Super Store and Save On and if you are interested in Garden Works cards talk to Cheryl

Concerts at the Church:Did you know that when we host a concert in our church it is a 
fundraiser.  We urge you to attend where possible and bring your family and friends. 

November 17   2.00pm Music Extravaganza

December 7 and 8 at 2:00 pm Penticton Tune-Agers concert

December 13 – Musaic concert.

Love to Read?  Our book selection for your cold winter and fall evening reading pleasure is 
always being updated in the office area.  Just $2.00 what a deal!

Our church community at work (and play)

Knitters:  talk to Fern about meeting other knitters on a regular basis. They knit prayer 
shawls, scarves etc. And have a lot of fun doing it

Healing Group is always ongoing. Contact numbers Church office – 250-492-2684.  If you 
have more questions, please call Sheila at 250 493-1096.

Choir:    come and join us on Thursday at 6.30-8, Sunday morning practice at 9. We are 
always looking for new singers. Just come along or talk to Alice DeRoche.

Angelus Quartet:   these much loved and appreciated bellringers continue to participate in 
the occasional service. 

***************************************

Once there was a lay reader who was a cardiac care nurse. She called Joseph of Aramathea 
Joseph of Arrythmia. (thought all our retired and not retired doctors and nurses would 
appreciate this)

PLEASE MARK YOUR CALENDAR     

Thanksgiving Dinner – Sunday October 13– 4:30 p.m.   If you will be dining alone or with 
one other person, please join with Laura and friends for Thanksgiving Dinner.  101 – 355 
Brunswick Street, Penticton.  (250) 487-4395.  You may have to park in St. John Vianney 
parking lot.   Please let Laura know if you are planning on attending so she can put another 
potato in the pot!    

Last Extravaganza:  November 17 from 2-4 at our church.  There will be at least 5 choirs 



participating.  This year the Penticton Tune-Agers are hosting the event.  Traditionally 50% of 
the ticket sales goes to our church and 50% to a charity of the host choir choice.  Because the
Tune-Agers appreciate our generosity they are going to give us all the money from the 
concert.  So please get out there and encourage friends and family to attend . Let's fill the 
sanctuary. Tickets at the door are $15 each.      

Wise Elders next joint service is the Remembrance Day Service with the Anglicans, 
Presbyterians,United, and Lutherans at our church on November 10 at 10:00 am 

Rumour has it that the Stewardship Committee are planning a Frittata Lunch after church on
October 27 – yummy and then the Makers Market will be November 23.  Stay tuned as you 
do not want to miss these.                                                              

****************************

Please mark these events on your calendar

September 22  Service and  Congregational meeting

September 29 Stewardship Campaign Potluck lunch after the service

October 27 After church Frittata Lunch

November 10   Wise Elders Joint Remembrance Day Service her.

November 17 2-4 Final Music Extravaganza

November 23     Makers Market

December 7 and 8 Penticton Tune-Agers concert

December 13 Musaic concert.

Report from the Pacific Mountain Region General Meeting
May 30 - June 2, 2019, Langley, B.C.

The General meeting was attended by Rev. Laura Turnbull with Barb Godsmark and 
Sheila MacDermott acting as PUC's Lay delegates. This was the first meeting of the newly 
formed Region, where we were joined by folks from the North including Whitehorse and Banff.
It was a meeting predominately about organizing how we will operate as a new region.

The theme, that was developed and built upon throughout the weekend, was "for    
such a time as this" from Esther 4. The music and worship, throughout the weekend, was 
nourishing, encouraging, refreshing and, at the same time, acknowledged the heavy strains 
that can be experienced during this time of upheaval.

We were welcomed by representatives of the Kwantlen Territory, whose traditional land
we were meeting on, followed by a presentation of blankets to them, as is their tradition. In 
their presentation to us, they emphasized the need to treat each other with love and kindness,
reminding us that we are all 'one mind, one heart and all equal'.  We heard that one of their 
sayings was to speak of those who don't listen as 'having painted ears', and invited us to 
'unpaint' our ears.

If you are able to go on the website and find a recording of Rev. Bev Brazier's telling of 
the story of Noah's Ark (John 6: 1-14), please do - such a dramatic and insightful retelling 
from the view of the raven as well as the dove's point of view of finding the new world 
following the flood.  She tied these themes together with the loss of what we knew of our 



United Church and what we look towards in the future.  
Rev. Michelle Slater from Oak Bay United held us spellbound as she told the Bible 

stories related to the theme.  She asked many pertinent questions about how related we are 
to our neighbourhoods and how we are connected to each other.  It is easy to live above our 
environment but we are truly longing for connections of relationships and a faithful presence.

We were introduced to a different way of learning each others thoughts, where instead 
of table group discussions of 8 people we formed what were called knee groups.  We formed 
groups of 4, sitting in chairs knee to knee, to discuss and learn different points of view or 
questions each had about different topics as they arose during the meeting.

The previous NIEC (National Indigenous Elders Council) has closed, but the new NIC 
(National Indigenous Circle) will continue to represent Indigenous people in the United Church
of Canada. Most Indigenous groups will be members and have representation at the Regional
level, as well as, have a seat at the National level.

We heard via live streaming from our Moderator Richard Bott.   Brenda Fawkes 
explained the work of the Office of Vocation at the National level, Jane Harding spoke about 
Stewardship, Emerging appeals, PAR, payroll services, Military Chaplains and the Church 
Hub. We heard presentations regarding Weird Church (beginning in a Coffee Shop in 
Courtney, B.C. and now moving into a heritage church in Cumberland, BC), Wild Church 
(outdoor church in Kamloops, B.C.), Centerpoint (Church turned into a Community Center for 
many groups and a Daycare in Squamish B.C.), and Barry Jung's front yard garden that 
works to build community along the Cambie Corridor in Vancouver.

We passed proposals

– to allow for a Policy Governance Model of work by the PMR (Pacific Mountain Region) 
and to approve the Council Executive Terms of Reference which will be reviewed by 
2021. 

– to enable development of Ends polices regarding Communities of Faith, Leadership, 
Covenantal Ministries, and other recognized ministries.  

– that the PMR will meet annually for the next 3 years to work on reorganization. 
– that a President will be elected for a 4 year term, 1 year as President Elect, 2 years as 

President, and 1 year as Past President. (Rev. Jay Olsen will complete this second 
year of her term and become Past President, Rev. Blair Odney, President Elect will 
become President next year for 2 years, and the following year, we will vote to select a 
President Elect for the following year.) This is expected to give the President a year to 
become acquainted with his or her role and the concerns of the Region, add some 
stability regarding the President's work while allowing for wise advice and input from 
the Past President.

– a vote was taken to begin a process to become an affirming Region.
– a vote was taken to support the L'Arche Program in B.C. This program is one started 

by Jean Vanier to enable people with or without developmental disabilities to be able to
live and work together in family settings.

– a vote was taken to give the children and youth not only a voice but a vote at the 
Regional Council level. 

– that a travel/accommodation pool be established by the Region to assist those 
communities of faith from the outlying areas to attend the General meeting.

   



The delegation that travelled to Korea to complete the paperwork recognizing the 
faithful partnership between our Region and the Presbyterian Church of Korea gave an 
interesting presentation with videos of their last trip overseas.  This partnership will include an
exchange of information and delegates leading to congregational partnerships with priorities 
for young leaders and emerging generations.  It was recognized that the youth of Korea have 
many of the same concerns as our youth, jobs, homes, food and what the future holds in 
store for them. 

The Archives is now permanently settled into their new home at 312 Main Street in 
Vancouver.  We are all invited to access information from this source whenever possible or 
better yet to come for a visit and have a tour of the new facility!  

All of the Candidates and Retirees were recognized with the presentation of a  stole 
that was made by the youth during the weekend.  The last formal business of the day on 
Saturday was the covenanting with the Region Staff and Ministers, the Executive Committee, 
General Council Staff for the Region, Regional Council President and Executive Minister and 
our Region's Communities of Faith.  Each Community of Faith received a Certificate of 
Covenant which is to be shared with their congregation at their Pentecost service.  Saturday 
evening was a time of celebration, a party, as was held at the time of Esther; the work for now
was completed.         

The General meeting concluded with the Sunday morning ordination service.  This 
service tends to be very emotional for many as it is the culmination of several   years of hard 
work and serious discernment but it was certainly a joyful celebration as well.  The telling of 
the scripture reading, the sermon which was humourous but pointed and the music which was
most appropriate for the occasion all led to a memorable service.  The ordinands served 
communion to the congregation before we all prepared to return to our homes with the many 
memories of this the inaugural gathering of the Pacific Mountain Region of the United Church 
of Canada.

As your Lay Delegates we were honoured to represent PUC at this meeting of the 
Pacific Mountain Region in Langley.  It is extremely difficult to really explain the feeling of 
being a part of such an event, catching a glimpse of the wider church in action.  We are truly 
blessed to have many very hard working, talented, well educated, forward looking leaders 
who are committed to guiding us for “ such a time as this”.          

Respectfully Submitted by:
Sheila MacDermott and Barbara Godsmark


